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St. Louis has long been a center of activity 
in the aging field. Both St. Louis and Washington 
Universities, through their medical and adult 
education departments, sponsored pioneer 
studies and institutes on various aging prob- 
lems. It was here that Dr. William Kountz 
carried on his well-known research on aging in 
conjunction with the St. Louis Chronic Hospital. 
And Dr. E. V. Cowdry, author of the famous 
"Problems of Ageing," first published in 1939, 
and a past president of both the National and the 
International Gerontological Societies, is direc- 
tor of the Wernse Cancer Research Laboratory 
at Washington University. Leadership has been 
given the National Gerontological Society by the 
services of two past presidents. This will be 
continued by Dr. Kountzas president-elect. The 
treasurer of the Society, Dr. J. E. Kirk, isa 
St. Louisan. The Society's Journal of Geron- 
tology is both edited and printed in St. Louis. 


Although many of the volunteer agencies in 
St. Louis had services catering to the needs of 
the older population, it was not until 1953 that a 
broader attack on the problem was begun. In 
that year the Social Planning Council initiated 
an Interim Committee on Aging, the Board of 
Alderman adopted a resolution creating a spe- 
cial committee to work for the establishment 


O} 


x - 


of geriatric centers, andthe Citizens Committee 
on the Aging was initiated by the Washington 
University Medical School. 


In February 1954 the Social Planning Coun- 
cil Conference Group on the Aging was formed 
to coordinate the activities of these various com- 
mittees with broad representation from civic, 
church, business, labor, educational, health, 
welfare, government and recreation fields. 


A survey of 139 agencies, organizations and 
institutions in the City and County, both public 
and private, showed that 85 were offering some 
service to elderly people. Generally speaking, 
however, these services are the same as those 
made available to other age groups; there is no 
special focus on the older individual. This is 
true particularly of hospital and clinical medi- 
cal care. The chief exceptions are a housekeep- 
ing aid and foster home finding program of the 
Jewish Family Service Association, and the 
Golden Age Clubs which have been set up by the 
Jewish Community Centers Association and,toa 
limited degree, in various other community 
centers. 


For the rest, older people represent acon- 
siderable portion of the other agencies’ clien- 
tele.-A great many take advantage of the oppor- 
tunities for neighborhood and community service 
offered by the Council's Volunteer Service Bu- 
reau. Large numbers of them attend the classes 
offered by the 85 member agencies of the Adult 
Education Council in subjects ranging fromarts 
and crafts to millinery and safety. The Great 
Books program is another favorite, with many 
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older persons actingas leaders. The centraiand 
branch public libraries, the St. Louis Art Mu- 
seum, the Peoples Art Center and the Volunteer 
Film Association also cater to an increasing 
number of those who are well past middle age. 


The Salvation Army provides 8-day summer: 
camping outings for men and women past 60 who 
can't afford a vacation, and is planning a Jobs 
and Marketing Service to market salable craft 
items and help locate jobs for older persons 
The Metropolitan Church Federation is urging 
the provision of more and better service and 
recreational facilities by the churches. And the 
Jewish Orthodox Old Folks Home recently 
launched a program which provides day care and 
physical and occupational therapy services in 
connection with its newly opened modern infir- 
mary. And there are many other services of 
this general nature. 


The Conference Group is readying a direc- 
tory describing all these services that should 
prove a valuable source .of information for all 
senior citizens in the community. It willalsobe 
useful in helping to plan programs to meet still 
unmet needs. 


The Group has also approved plans for a 
city-wide Senior Citizens Golden Age Hobby 
Show sponsored by the Social Planning Council, 
a leading newspaper and others, tentatively 
scheduled to be held in May 1955. A special 
institute for older people, sponsored by a large 
department store, may be part of the program 
The Group has also sponsored, along with the 
Adult Education Council and St. Louis Library, 
a series of weekly film discussions under the 
title "Consider the Aging" which have been well 
attended. 


The Senior Citizens Center which was 
opened in April 1954 in newly arranged quarters 
adjacent to the St. Louis Chronic Hospital con- 
tinues to expand its services under a full-time 
director. Sponsored by an Advisory Committee 
under the chairmanship of Mr. Anthony A. Sala- 
mone, Director of the Adult Education Center at 
St. Louis University, it plans to extend educa- 
tional, social, recreational as well as medical 
services to elderly residents throughout the 
city. Included will be a geriatric clinic for the 
treatment of patients 50 years of age and older. 
Through such preventive measures, it is hoped 
to reduce some of the pressures on the Chronic 
Hospital. The Hospital recently added nearly 
200 beds to accommodate patients needing insti - 
tutional care who had been discharged from other 
hospitals. 


The Advisory Committee to this project has 
been enlisting the aid of various community 
groups and associations, especially women's 
organizations, which are providing financial 


assistance and volunteer workers as _ wel] 

This phase of St. Louis activities for the 
aving was t ubject Ol a motion pictul lade 
by the Columbia Broadcasting System and sched- 
led | be shown on the CBS-TV network or 


Feb1 ry is. 


Another recently opened private medical 
facility for the care of the aged is the Hamiltor 
Medical Convalescent Center with 300 beds 
Converted trom an apartment hotel, the Center 
provides excellent facilities and a number of 
Special services, all at reasonable rates. (The 
January 1955 issue of Aging carried a "Way the 
Wind Blows" item on this.) The St. Louis County 
Hospital hopes to have its first public hospital 
for the chronically ill completed by May 1956 


Experience, Inc., organized in 1953, hasa 
membership of some 45 retired civic and busi- 
ness leaders who pool their knowledge and ex- 
perience to provide free counsel and help t 
younger and less experienced small businessmen 
in the community. Over 100 applications for the 
service have been received. (See story in No- 
vember 1953 issue of Aging). Members of this 
group are also active in community affairs and 
have taken part in many campaigns for civic 
betterment. 


The St. Louis Public Housing Authority is 
working on a public housing project designed 
primarily for older people. Tentative plans call 
for two 3-story buildings with 750 apartmentsal 
an estimated cost of $4,800,000. A preliminary 
Survey indicated that nearly 5,000 people ir 
St. Louis could be considered as meeting the age 
and income eligibility requirements for housin 
of this sort, and that initial applications woul? 
be between 600 and 700. 


The Missouri State Employment Service 
which has been very successful in placin 
elderly as well as handicapped persons in jobs 
matching their capabilities is actively repre 
sented on the Conference Group. This agency's 
"Bonded Baby Sitter" program which has a 
tracted national attention has provided employ- 
ment for over 150 women from 50 to 75 years 
of age. 


Beyond all this, Washington University has 
recently appointed a Committee on Gerontolog} 
in which all interested divisions of the Universll} 
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are represented. Co-chairmen are Dr. Cowdry 
and Dr. Willis H. Reals, University College, 
Division of Adult Education. Dr. Reals has also 
been appointed to the newly created post of 
Professor of Adult Education. 


St. Louis was selected by the National So- 
cial Welfare Assembly for one of its three 
regional conferences held last year on methods 










of establishing and maintaining standards in 
institutions for older people. 


It is also interesting to note that at the last 
meeting of the International Gerontological So- 
ciety held in London, which was attended by over 
900 persons from 40 nations, the St. Louis 
representation was greater than that of any 
other city except London itself. 


How Recent Federal Legislation 
Can Help Older People 


(In our contacts with groups and individuals 
working in the aging field throughout the country 
we find there still exists a lack of precise 
understanding as to the way recent Federal 
legislation will operate to help older people. We, 
therefore, publish this brief summary in the 
hope that it will be useful. EDITOR). 


SOCIAL SECURITY 

The 1954 amendments to the Social Security 
Act extended coverage to some 10 million more 
workers and provided for a substantiai increase 
in the amount of benefits. Broadly speaking, nine 


out of 10 workers have now been brought under 
the system; the remaining 1/10 have either pro- 
tection under some form of public pension plan 
such as Civil Service, Railroad Retirement, 
policemen and firemen, etc., or belongtocertain 
professional groups - doctors, dentists and 
others - who are excluded from the system. 


With these minor exceptions, it can be fairly 
said that nearly every person in the labor force 
today is working towards some measure of re- 
lirement protection. 


There are still, of course, more than 5 1/2 
million men and women over the age of 65 who 
are neither employed nor drawing old-age and 
Survivors insurance (OASI) benefits. Those 
among them who are in need must still look to 
ild-age assistance. However, the expansion of 
coverage under OASI and the increase in the 
amount of benefit payments should serve pro- 
gressively to reduce further the burden of 


public assistanc: 


Under the new law there has been an in- 


frease in the monthly benefits ranging from $5 
to $13.50. The minimum benefit is now $30. 
The maximum after about a year and a half will 


be $108.50 for a single retired worker and 
$162.80 for an elderly couple, provided the wife 
is 65 years of age or older. 


Generally speaking, it can be said that the 
wverage worker and his wife retiring this year 


will get something more than $100 a month. It 
is also estimated that a large proportion, maybe 
as much as half, of the workers retiring years 
in the future, after the program matures, will 
be retiring with the maximum rate of benefits. 


To finance these increases, the tax base of 
the law has been changed. Formerly, the pay- 
roll deductions (2 percent each for both the 
employer and employee) were made in the first 
$3600 of annual earnings. This has now been 
increased to $4200 and, at current wage scales, 
enables a much larger number of workers to 
secure benefit credits calculated against their 
full earnings. 


Furthermore, in determining the worker's 
average earnings, up to five of his years of low 
earnings or no earnings can be disregarded. 
This serves to raise the whole level of average 
benefits. 


Other provisions in the law are significant. 
A retired worker can now earn up to $1200 
annually (the former limit was $75 a month) 
without forfeiting his insurance benefits, and 
after age 72 all limitations of this nature are 
removed. In addition, it is now possible for 
a worker who is totally disabled before he 
reaches the age of 65 to have his benefit rights 
"frozen." In other words, the amount of bene- 
fits he has earned up to that point will be paid 
to him at age 65 without being "averaged down" 
to allow for the period of time in which he can 
make no contribution to the insurance fund. 


VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION 


Workers in the aging field will also be 
interested in the possibilities provided for the 
development of facilities and other resources 
for the maintenance and restoration of disabled 
older workers through vocational rehabilitation. 
Under the Vocational Rehabilitation Amendments 
of 1954, P.L. 565, 83d Congress, Federal finan- 
cial support of State rehabilitation programs on 


(Continued on page 8) 








yo fe ee Thomas C. Desmond, chairman of the Joint 
Legislative Committee on Problems of the 
Aging. 


C Ac LUC | x XX 
( ( New Mexico. The Citizens Advisory Com- 


mittee on Problems of the Needy Aged sub- 


issued Bi-monthly by | mitted its First Biennial Report tothe Governor 
mee | Se ae buae ae moos 
HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND WELFARE Available from New Mexico Department of 
Public Welfare, Sante Fe. 
Oveta Culp Hobby, Secretary _— wii: - ip 
A bill has been introduced in the Cali- 





Social Security Administration 
Public Health Service 
Office of Education 

Food and Drug Administration 

Office of Vocational Rehabilitation 


fornia legislature authorizing the Governor 
to appoint a Citizens Advisory Committee on 
Aging with a $21,600 appropriation. Committee 
will augment the efforts of the State's highly 








Saint Elizabeths Hospital effective Interdepartmental Coordinating Com- 
American Printing House for the Blind : . 
k ; mittee on Aging. 
Gallaudet College 
ois XX X 
Howard University 2 ; s 
Oregon's Governor's Committee to Study 
No. 16 - March 1955 Problems of the Aging has issued its first 
| report which constitutes an excellent basis 
AGING is a medium for sharing infor- | for recommended action. Oregon has a par- 
mation see programs and activiti¢ ) atthe. ticularly live Committee and the State has 
é - S “Pa! ations in the field, their : : “: 
ptt Nigga io ntiege, gprcscatoaapripguhenghe ph Mean already made considerable head way inthe field 
staffs and board members and other inter- F copies. add ; the C itt at Sal 
ested individuais. Communications and | or copies, adaress e ommittee at salem. 
items suitable for publication should be Redeedies 
sent to Clark Tibbitts, Chairman, Committee Maine's Committee on Aging has issued 
on Aging, of the Department, Washington 25, a Summary Report ot the Governor's Conference 
D. C. on Aging. A copy may be had by writing to 
Secretary Pauline Smith, State House, Augusta. 
Subscription: 50 cents a year tor 6 is- 
sues, domestic; 15 cents addition for foreign 
mailing; 10 cent for single copy. Send to A d ° re 
Superintendent of Documents, U.S. Govern- n in ongress = 
ment Printing Office, Washington, D. C. The 
printing of this bulletin has been approved Two bills to establish a commission on 
by the Director of the Bureau of the Budget, aging, appointed by the President, have been 
August 13, 1954 introduced in the Senate. Sponsors are Senator 





Charles E. Potter of Michigan and Senator 
_— Irving M. Ives of New York. The Potter bill 
News of the State Commissions carried the names of some 54 co-sponsors ané 
was Simultaneously introduced in the House by 


Washington. The Governor's Council for ; ; a 
aSiingt Congressman Derounian of New York. The Ives 


i ati is planning a state-wide con- ; 
ee ae ae A rover ie at 25 and pe bill was introduced in the House by Congress- 
Objective is to bring citizens from all parts man Coudert we outa) yoen. a , 
of the State to explore needs, problems and Aucher Tit to establiah 4 commission we 
- introduced in the House by Congressman Lairé 


develop specific plans. Mrs. Helen Wilson is : ene 

Arg P ‘ of Wisconsin, and Congressman Yates of I1linois 

in charge, 101-B Meany Hall, University of ae ; 
has introduced a resolution authorizing creation 


Washington. — of a Select Committee of the House. 
New York's Governor Harriman has ap- 
pointed Philip M. Kaiser as special assistant 





Reprint of a recent article in the Social 
Security Bulletin on "Size of Income and Per- 








to handle problems "arising from the increasing 
proportion of aging people in the State". Kaiser 
was Assistant U. S, Secretary of Labor 1947-53. 

Eight bills to provide more jobs, housing, 
and recreation for the elderly have been intro- 
duced in the Legislature, according to Senator 





sonal Characteristics of the Aged". Copies 
may be had without charge from the Commit- 
tee on Aging, Department of Health, Educa- 
tion, and Welfare, Washington 25, D. C. 
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The Way the Wind Blows 


Kansas recently held its 5th Annual Nursing 
Home Institute, a 3-day affair covering safety, 
food, buying, sanitation, activities, and attitudes 
toward older people. 

The University of Kansas conducteda 1-day 
school on management of nursing homes asso- 
ciations, discussing such topics as legislation 
and getting committees to work. 

Kansas Association of Licensed Nursing 
Homes, Inc., at Box 812, Wichita, will supply 
information about both of these educational 
projects. New President of the Association is 
Norma Summers. 

xX XX 

Hillyer College, Hartford, Connecticut, is 
in the middle of a 12-session seminar on "The 
Older Employee: His Employment, Retirement, 
and Preparation for Retirement." The seminar 
is addressed particularly to personnel workers 
to give them an understanding of the older 
worker's point of view and situation. Organ- 
izing the project for Hillyer College is DavidC. 
King, 382 Silver Lane, East Hartford. 

x XX 

Cornell University at Ithaca operates a 
Home for Aged Dogs! No - it's not a high- 
level pound. Instead, it is a laboratory, begun 
in 1946, for study of diets and diseases. Dogs 
have many of the same diseases as older humans 
and eat a good deal of human food. Yes, - Pro- 
fessor Clive McCay is the researcher. 

Diets of humans are being investigated in 
another Cornell project. "The Study of Occupa- 
tional Retirement" looked into the eating prac- 
tices of 1,640 older employees in 21 industrial 
and occupational categories. Results are re- 
ported in December 1954 issue of Archives of 
Industrial Hygiene and Occupational Medicine. 

xX XX 

"Flexible Retirement and Preparation for 
Retirement" was the subject of a 2-day seminar 
for company officials and personnel managers 
conducted by The New York State School of Labor 
and Industry, Cornell University, in December. 
Majority of the sessions were devoted to panel 
discussions by representatives of companies 
with operating programs, to research reports, 
and analysis of cases. For a copy of the sum- 
mary of proceedings write Professor John W. 
McConnell at the University, Ithaca, New York. 

x XX 

The woman's wardrobe for the golden years! 
Authentic because designed and executed by 
women 62 to 80 years of age - members of the 
Coney Island Day Center operated by the Brook- 
lyn Hebrew Home and Hospital for the Aged and 
the City Welfare Department. 


Women in the Sewing Workshop completed 
30 dresses and ensembles, and then modeled 
their creations in a Fashion Show complete with 
commentator, judges, and prizes for (a) suit- 
ability, (b) choice of pattern and fabric, and 
(c) becomingness. 

x XX 

WAVE - TV, Louisville, Kentucky produced 
a series of 10 programs covering the principal 
areas of "The Later Years." Estimated cover- 
age area is 2,500 square miles witha population 
of 2.5 million. Delores Ryan, Women's Editor 
of the station, organized and moderated the 


program. 





x XX 
Hyde Park Seniors, self-directed educa- 
tional-recreational group of mind-stretching 
seniors in Chicago, has just celebrated its fifth 
anniversary. Program includes forums, art ap- 
preciation, music, crafts, anddancing. Writeto 
Lester W. Bartlett, Director, Older Adult Pro- 
gram for information. Hyde Park YMCA, 1400 
Fast 53d St., Chicago 15. 
xX X X 
Calreta Court in Santa Cruz, Calif., offers 
not too expensive apartments for life lease to 
retired teachers at a 25 to 30 percent down pay- 
ment and moderate monthly payments. Opened 
in March 1952 as a project of the Central Cali- 
fornia Retired Teachers, Inc., Calreta Court has 
26 apartments and a waiting list. Dining room 
serves dinner 5 nights a week. Address 260 
High St., Santa Cruz. 


x XX 
A one-day Institute on Health Problems in 
Homes for Older People was held February 11 
by the Welfare Council of Metropolitan Chicago. 
Further information may be obtained from Mrs. 
Helen G, Laue at the Council, 123 West Madison 
St., Chicago 2. 


xX XX 
Florida. Welfare Planning Council of Dade 
County has scheduled a Senior Citizens Week for 
February 21 through February 27 backed by an 
elaborate educational! publicity program. Among 
other things, with the Governor's approval, the 
Council will hold hearings on the need for an 
official Governor's Committee on Aging to re- 
place the Citizens Committee on Retirement in 
Florida which was dissolved in 1953. 


xX XX 
Long Beach (Calif.) City College - School of 


Adults is running a series of 6 lectures starting 
January 24 on "Aging in Modern Life and the 
Long Beach Recreation Commission has a 4- 
week series on "Recreation for Senior Citizens 
in a Changing World." 








Books, Pamphlets and Reports 
Education for Later Maturity is now avail 
able. This is the long-promised handbook com- 
piled under the auspices of the Adult Education 
Association. Well ir, Education 
for Later Maturity discusses the what 
of educational experiences for those 
their second forty years and describes doz: 

of current programs. 
Edited by Wilma Donahue, the 


worth waiting fi: 
ind why 


enteri 


handbook has 


Significant chapters by Thomas Van Sant 
Lawrence Frank, Irving Lorge, Paul Essert id 
John FE, Anderson. Order from Adult Education 
Association, 745 N. Wabash Ave Chicag’ 


from the publisher, Whiteside, Inc., 425 I h 
Ave., New York 16. $4.50. 
x X X 

Day Centers for Older People, by Henry | 
McCarthy, Commissioner of Welfare, New York 
City. Fourth in APWA'S series on "How Pub! 
Welfare Aging Pe 
pamphlet tells exactly how to-« 


Serves 


OpLE 


ate a center. It's based on more than a decade 
of experience in New York City. Single pie 
are 30 cents but you'll probably want a quantity 
at the discount price. Fo rmation write t 


Public Welfas \ sOClatl 
Chicago 37 


the Americar 
E. 60th St 


reet, 


American Foundations and The Fields 
American Foundation Information Service, 860 
Broadway, New York 3. Price, $35. This ne 
encyclopedia of Foundation: their fields of 
interest will be of immmense valu: those « Ou 
seeking Support for yr] agil ers OO 
Foundatior Be ure y Li gets if 

‘Inventory of! Hom and Related 
Facilities," by Jer) ind A i Mae Baney 
in Public Health Re s, vol. 69, no. 12 (Dec 
1954, py 1121-32. This the first report of ; 
survey of the 25,000 nursing homes inthe United 
states. Shows distribution by States, type and 
size, and relationship to State characteristics 

Council Reports, of Council of Jewish Fed 


erations and 


December Medical 
Services Between General Hospitals and Long- 
Term Care Instituti Under Jewish Auspices 
This first of three statements 
rived from a study of the role of the Jewish gen- 
eral hospital in helping long-term care facilities 
meet the patients. Address the 
Council at West 46 St., New York 36. 
es 
Progress Report, 1953-54, The National Old 
People's Welfare Committee, 26 Bedford Sq.. 


Welfare F devoted its 


1ssue t* ne 


unds, Inc 


ordination of 
is the 


to be de 


needs of olde 
165 


- 6 


Lond ( 1954. P. 35. The new report is 
Lr iting progress on several fronts, 
Especially significant was the formation of 145 
new Lo Committees, bringing the total to 


United Kingdom 


Incidentally, we've 1d enthusiastic con- 


firmation of the interest Albert J. Phiebdig in 


supplying pies of publications of the National 
Counc] f So | Servi in England. Write to 
Mr. Ph ig for a price list ana a m him 
in Ameri cul icy. Aad! » O. Box 352. 
White Plains, Ney K 
I tly the Federation of Protestant Wel- 
fare \gencies issued an instruction et, 
Craits 1 Everyon ») Make. A publicity story 
in the New York Herald-Tribune drew over | ,200 
requests. Booklet 1S especially designed for use 
by older people and is the work of Eugenia 
d'Arsi, Federation's recreational ¢ mnsultant t 
Ider people. Copies may be had by sending 2 
centS lt 1 to the Federat 1eact rters, 
OT Fourth Avenue, New York 


Mental Health As It Relates to nronic til 
charmingly written essay, Dr. fohn 
reactions oi the 


ess in tnis 
scribes 


1 long-term illness and give 


1. Lewis de common 


with ; ilu- 


Person 


ible suggestions for the professional worker and 


family member trying to help him lead a satis- 
fying life. Copies of the reprint are available 

the West Virginia State Medica! Assvucia- 
tion, B 1031, Charleston 24, W. 

Vacation Programs for Older Peopl« 
sport on three vacation trips for older peopl 
mrs nized by Hodson Cente YT New yor City 

) ives tactual information ‘Ost lees 
[tanr, programs, et: as Weill case hist 
I puests. A valuable ndbook for 
templating a Similar activity. ] a 
ri to Mrs. Gertrude Landau the 
rremont and 3d Ave Brol i, New 
x2 x 

Profitable Hobbies is featuring a special 
off ot the magazine - 12 issues for $2.00 - 
including a "bhuiging pa kage ol ralt plans.’ 
J id | seful ior 


* Golden Age Clubs and com- 
Address: 543 Westport 


munlty activity centers. 


Road, Kansas City 11, Missouri. 
x X 
hurch workers will be interested in the 


December issue of §S 


devoted to 


Progress which 15 

‘America's Citizens." Pub- 

lished by the Department of Education 

and Action of the Board of Christian Education 

of the Presbyterian Church, 830 Witherspoon 

Bldg., Philadelphia 7, Pa. Single copy, 15 cents 
xX X X 
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othe the thi n I P\ pam 
phlets on "How Pul Welfare \ging 
People Phis y Eve rown Hoge, is 
based oO I ty ] xnerience 
but 1S gen lj 1 for n vour com- 
munit j rican Publ 
Wel re ‘ : 1 ? t 
Chicas 7 

Che i I i 
says, put lit alilere 
Aged and Infirm Hebrews oi w York is the 
subject matter - beautifully presented in photo- 


graphs and running text. Ii 're interested in 
congregate living with zest, y 'll write fora 
copy to Mr. Caspar W. Rilttenlbe President, 
or Mr. Newman Biller, Director, at 121 We 
105th St., New York. 
xx 
Adventures in Living after 6( 1 uniqu 


presented and illustrated directory ul services 
for older people in Cleveland. It won't fit your 
own community, of course, but the id 
mat may recommend themselves to you. 
able from the Committee on Work with 


2a andior- 
Avail- 
Older 


Persons, The Welfare Federation of Cleveland, 
1001 Huron Road, Cleveland 15. Ten cents per 
py, or free if you area social agency cuunsel- 
4 ce F rso!l 
rhe Occupational Planning Committee of the 
Fed ) issued an exceedingly inter 
estin surve pre-retirement programs of 
Cleveland employers under the title The Retired 
Worker and Hi Place in the Community. 
KX X 


Board Members, written and 


Manual f 


published by the Drexel H e, Inc., 6140 South 
Drexel Ave., Chicago 37. $ ents. The manual 
is described a A Guide the Functions and 
Services of me Responsibilities 
f the Board mbershi It describes in 
considerabli jetail the ctives, admission 
policies, comn ity relationships, program and 
yrogram objectives of the Drexel Home which 
In the words its Board seeks "to keep fat 
enough ahead of the community to be progres- 


sive, but yet close enough to it to be practical." 
xX XX 

Widening Lengthened Path of Life. 

Under this challenging title, the Baltimore Com- 

mission on Aging presented its recommendations 

to Mayor D'Alesandro. The summary of the 

report and the recommendations appear in the 


the 


Baltimore Health News (Vol. XXXI: No. 12) 
December 1954. Chairman of the Commission 


iS ploneering Thomas J, S, Waxter. Write tothe 
Baltimore City Health Department if you wish 


4 COpy. 
P a ask 


N. Y., has reprints available for the asking. 
Properly distributed, they may help your 
campaign. 
xX XX 
Nursing Home Administrator for January- 
February, 1955, has articles on "Plan for a 
Model Nursing Home," "The Psychological Ap- 
proach to the Elderly Patient," and "Problems 
in the Nursing Care of the Elderly Bed Patient." 
opies available at 50 cents from Surgical 
isiness, Inc., 432 Fourth Ave., New York 16, 


xX X X 
"Commission on Chronic Illness Adopts 
Recommendations for Long-Term Patients." 
More than half of the January 1955 issue of 
Chronic Illness Newsletter is devotedto recom- 
mendations of the Commission. Every commu- 
nity planning group for chronically ill and older 
persons in the country will find useful principles 
and suggestions in this material. The recom- 
uendations were developed over a period of 
everal years by some of the best-informed 
people in the country. Write Dr. Dean W. 
Roberts fora copy, 615 N. Wolfe St., Baltimore 5. 

xX X X 
America's Senior Citizens is the title of a 
Symposium in the December 1954 issue of Social 
Progress, a publication of the Department of 
Social Education and Action of the Board of 
Christian Education of the Presbyterian Church, 
USA. 830 Witherspoon Bldg., Philadelphia 7. 
Discusses trends in action programs and oppor- 
tunities for church leadership in the field. 

ris 
Golden Years in the "Silver City" isa popu- 
larized, cartoon summary of the officiai report 
which the Connecticut Commission onthe Poten- 
tial of the Aging made onits recent survey of the 
city of Meriden. An effective way to get across 
the meat of a conventional report to a large 
number of readers. For copies of the pamphlet 
and the report itself, write to the Department of 


Rural Sociology, University of Connecticut at 
Storrs. 
es 2 
‘Coming of Age: Report on the Hodson 
Center" is the title of a recent article in 
The Reporter. Gertrude Landau, Center's 


Headworker, Tremont and 3d Avenues, Bronx 57, 
E22 

Changes in Women's Occupations 1940-1950. 
Women's Bureau Bulletin No. 253. U. S. De- 
partment of Labor. Another of the excellent 
Studies made by the Bureau. Some of the data 
bears directly on employment of older workers. 
For sale at 35 cents a copy by the Supt. of 
Documents, Government Printing Office, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. 
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(Continued from page 3) 

a matching basis has been substantially in- 
creased to provide an expansion and extension 
of services to larger numbers of disabled 
people. The legislation authorizes an increase 
in Federal appropriation for the vocational reha- 
bilitation program from the previous annual 
appropriation of about 23 million to 65 million 
by 1960. With these increased funds, it is ex- 
pected that by that year the previous rehabili- 
tated will be progressively increased from 
around 60,000 annually to 200,000. 

The new law also provides, for the first 
time, the authority for Federal participation 
where local and county governments want toad- 
minister their own program with their own and 
State money under the supervision of the State 
rehabilitation agency. 

Special project grants are authorized for the 
purpose of paying part of the costs of projects 
for research, demonstrations, training and 
traineeships, and projects which hold promise of 
a solution of problems common to several States. 
These may include establishment or expansion 
of rehabilitation centers and sheltered work- 
shops. Under the 1954 amendments to the Hos- 
pital Survey and Construction Act (see below), 
Federal funds may also be used to erect new 
rehabilitation facilities throughout the country 

By law, of course, Federal rehabilitation 
funds may be used only to facilitate the return 
of a handicapped or disabled person to gainful 
employment. Because of limited funds and fa- 
cilities, the vast majority of persons rehabili- 
tated annually have been under 45 years of age. 
However, in the past 5 years the number of in- 
dividuals over 45 years of age who have been 
rehabilitated has risen from 20 percent of the 


total to around 25 percent. 
Under the present expanded program this 


percentage may well be further increased. Much 


will depend, however, on the State agency's 
recognition of the social as wellas the economic 
value of keeping older disabled individuals in 
employment. It is estimated that at least 5 per- 
cent of the disabled in need of vocational reha- 
bilitation are 65 years of age or over. 


COMMUNITY HEALTH NEEDS 


Under the Hospital Survey and Construction 
Act of 1946 (Hill-Burton), the Congress provided 
Federal assistance for the erection of new gen- 
eral hospitals and public healthcenters. In1954 
this program was broadened to include other 
types of health facilities, specifically, chronic 
disease facilities, diagnostic and diagnostic and 
treatment centers, rehabilitation facilities and 
nursing homes. 

To be eligible, the facility must fill a com- 
munity need and be sponsored either by a non- 
profit organization or by a city, county or State. 
The project may be one of completely new con- 
struction or the remodeling or enlarging of 
existing facilities. All projects, however, must 
be approved by the appropriate State agency 
(usually the Department of Health) and by the 
U. S. Public Health Service. 


While the benefits from any expansion of 
local health facilities will be shared by the older’ 
citizens of the community, particular attention 
is called to the opportunities offered to increase 
the number and effectiveness of chronic disease 
hospitals, rehabilitation facilities, and nursing 
homes. In most communities these are espe- 
cially urgent areas of need. If your review of 
your community resources indicates such need, 
your local aging committee should get in touch 
immediately with your Hill-Burton State agency 
to determine how your community fits into the 
State plan for the development of health services. 
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